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The Church In Ephesus - Revelation 2:1-7

Revelation 2:1-7 To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of
him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden
lampstands:  2  I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that
you cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles
but are not, and have found them false.  3  You have persevered and have endured
hardships for my name, and have not grown weary.  4  Yet I hold this against you: You
have forsaken your first love.  5  Remember the height from which you have fallen!
Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and
remove your lampstand from its place.  6  But you have this in your favor: You hate the
practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.  7  He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from
the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. (NIV)

Keeping First Things First

1. LISTEN                                                                                                                          

Revelation 2:1 This is what you must write to the angel of the church in Ephesus: I am
the one who holds the seven stars in my right hand, and I walk among the seven gold
lampstands. Listen to what I say. (CEV)

Matthew 17:5 While Peter was talking, a bright cloud covered them. A voice came from
the cloud and said, “This is my Son, whom I love, and I am very pleased with him.
Listen to him!” (NCV)

Hebrews 2:1 We must listen very carefully to the truth we have heard, or we may
drift away from it. (NLT)

2.  EVALUATE                                                                                                                   

Revelation 2:2-3, 6 I know all the things you do. I have seen your hard work and
your patient endurance. I know you don’t tolerate evil people. You have examined
the claims of those who say they are apostles but are not. You have discovered they
are liars. 3  You have patiently suffered for me without quitting.  6 This is in your
favor: You hate the evil deeds of the Nicolaitans, just as I do. (NLT)

Haggai 1:7 The Lord of All says, “Think about your ways! (NLV)



Lamentations 3:40 Let us examine our ways and turn back to the Lord. (TEV)

3.  EXAMINE                                                                                                                      

Revelation 2:4 I do, however, have one thing against you: you have abandoned the
love you showed at the beginning. (NTE)

Matthew 24:12 Sin will be rampant everywhere, and the love of many will grow cold.
(NLT)

Mark 12:29-31 ...The first of all the commandments is...  30 ‘You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with
all your strength...’ 31 The second is: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these. (MEV)

4.  TAKE                                                                                                                            

Revelation 2:5 Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do
the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand
out of its place—unless you repent... (NASB)

Hebrews 10:32 Think back on those early days when you first learned about Christ...
(NLT)

Acts 3:19 Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order
that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord. (NASB)

God’s Promise To Overcomers

Revelation 2:7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise
of God. (NASB)

1 John 5:4-5 For everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that
has overcome the world, even our faith.  5  Who is it that overcomes the world?
Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. (NIV)

Psalm 39:6a We are merely moving shadows, and all our busy rushing ends in
nothing... (NLT)


